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a^wHm onts to -the Claims : 

Please cancel claim 2, amend claims 1, 3-5, 7, 9-13 and 15 
and add new claims 16-21 as follows. The following listing of 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) . An advertisement distribution 
system which receives advertisement contents from aL leait one 
advertisement provider terminals through a communications' 
network, and provides al leaat < onn advertisement user terminals 
with the received advertisement contents through the 
communications network, said system comprising: 

a rA^iver which receives from the ad vertisement provider 
l-.erminala through the communicat ion network advertisement 
contents and associated advertiseme nt provider information which 
1a specified bv content provi ders, the advertisement provider 
information including advert isement providing conditions for 
controlling provision of the assoc i ated advertisement contents; 

an advertisement information storage unit which stores 
advertisement- contents and associated advertisement provider. 
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15 i reformation, received hv the receiver Iluhi Llic al lea^L one 

inluimaLlun foi iuuLiull - iu g H-uOiainy uf uu ad^i LijemeuL and 
L.^iieflpondiJiy Lu Lha nmcived adveirfclJUiuuiL lui ' ifcunta ; 

an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores 
20 i dentification data d **i ematinu the advertisement user terminal , 
and associated advertisement usage information specified , by 
pHvPrfisfiment nsBra. th e advertisement usage Information 
including an advertisement specificatio n condition-r for 
specifying a desired advertisement- of the at Il.^1 una. 
25 advertisement user users ; 

an advertisement nmvidar i nformation extraction unit which 
extracts aduu-liae i uftiiL t- unliul- con - a-ipoiidifta fco from the , 
advertisement information sto rana unit, the advertisement 
provider information whinh con forms to in aaaoeidiliuii with the 
30 advertisement specification condition incl uded in the -Lw^id 
advertisement usage information associated with the 
identification data ; 

an advertisement contents ex t racting unit which extracts the 
a H,..H flamS nt comets assoc iat ed with tte advertisement , provider 
.35 information extracted hv the a dvertisement provider Information 
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Pvf.rant.ion un.it-. from the advertisement j p formation storage unit; 
and 

a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 
contents extracted by said advertisement contents extraction unit 
40 to the at lea-it one advertisement user herminal designated by the 
associated tdentif i r.nt 1 on data havin g ^quested Lhi aduniLi-sement 
content ' s - . 

Claim 2 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) . The advertisement distribution 
system according to claim £ 1, wherein said advertisement 
contents extraction unit includes an advertisement selection unit 
which selects, when more than a predetermined number of items of 
5 advertisement provider information including the searched 

advertisement providing condition are retrieved, a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement provider information included in 
the retrieved items of advertisement provider information. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) - The advertisement distribution 
system abiding lu uluim 3, .ulmdln which receives advertisement 
contents from at least one adv ert i sement provider through _ a 



■5- 



PA6E 5/43 * RCVD AT 12/29/2004 9:02:41 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 ■ CSID:212 319 5101 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0944 



- Dec. 29. 2004 9:01AM FRISHAUF & PARTNERS 



No. 2835 P. 6/43 



Applii. NO. 09/811,724 

Amendment dated December 29. 2004 

Reply co Office Action of September 13, 2004 

m^nnir^tions network, and p rovides at least one advertisement 
5 „ aflr with the received advertisement contents through the 
rnmniiini nation network , said avstam comprising!. 

an advertising information storag e unit which stores 
arivflrtlHement contents r eceived from the at least one 
advertisement provider i n aflsociaf.lon with advertisement 
10 provider information for controlling provision of an 

advertisement and corre p nondlno Lo the received advertisement 
contents; 

an rtrivert:i ftemant-usflg Informa t ion storage unit which stores 
*dvgrt.isement usage inf ormation for specifying a desired 
15 advertisement of the at least one advertisement userj. 

an advertisement e xtraction unit which extracts 
advertisement contents c orresponding to advertisement provider 
information in associatio n with the stored advertisement usage 

information: and 
20 * transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 

,-nnr^nt* extracted hv sai d advertisement extraction unit to the 

at least one advertisement user having reguested t he 

advertisement c ontents, 

wherein rha advertisement p r ovider information includes an 
25 advertisement providing cond ition which 1 s to be specified by the 
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at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents; 

the advertisement user info r mation includes an advertisement 
s pecification condition which is to be specified by the at least 
30 one advertisement user; 

the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement 
providing condition conf orming bo y.he input advertisement 
«ppp. i fi cation condition, and re trieves advertisement content? 
rnrrpmnndino to the ad v prti aement. provider information including 
35 the searched advertisemen t providing condition; 

said advertisement extraction un it includes an advertisement 
^larr.inn unit which selects, wh ^n more than a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement pr o vider information including 
i-hP marched advertisement p r oviding condition are retrieved, a. 
4 0 predetermined number of item s of advertisement provider 

information included in the retrjpvp.d items of advertisement 
provider informat ion; and 

said advertisement selection unit generates, when more than 
a predetermined number of .items of "he advertisement provider 
45 information are retrieved, a predetermined number of random 

numbers which corresponds to the number of the retrieved . items of 
advertisement provider information, and selects a predetermined 
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number of items of advertisement provider information 
corresponding to the generated random numbers. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) . The advertisement distribution 
system moulding tu uluiui 2, wherain which receives advertisement 
rnntflnta from at least one adverti sement provider through a 
rnMmmirat^na ne t work, and provides at least one advertisement 
5 nsftr with fhfl receivsd advert isement contents through the 
rnmmiinlcationa network r said system comprising: 

an advertisement informal - ion storage unit which stores 
advertisement contents receiv e d fro m the a t least one 
****** ixamant. provider in association with advertisement provider . 
10 information for cont r m l iner provision of an advertisement and , 
^ rrasnnndina to the r eceived advertisement contents;, 

an advert i .^-ment-user Informa t ion storage unit which stores 
ariY ^rtisement usage inf o rmation for specifying a d , es;i,red 
advertisement of the at l east one advertisement user? 
15 an advertisement ^traction unit which extracts 

ariwrtisement contents correspon d ing to advertisement provider 
information in association wit h the stored advertisement usage 

information; and 

a transmission unit which t ransmits the advertisement 
20 contents extracted hy said ad vertisement extraction unit to the 
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at least one advertisement user ha ving requested the 
advertisement contents , 

wherein the advertisement provider information includes an 
advertisement providing conditi on which is to be specified by the 
25 at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents ; 

the advertisement user information includes an a dvertisement 
specification condition which is to be specified by the at least 
one advertisement user; 

30 the advertisement extracbion un it searches an advertisement 

providing condition conforming to th e input advertisement 
s pecification condition, and r etrieves advertisement contents 
corresponding to the adverti sement provider information including 
the searched advertisement provid ing condition; and 

35 S aid advertisement extraction unit includes a changing unit, 

which changes an item parameter included in the advertisement 
specification condition when a number of items of advertisement 
provider information including the advertisement providing 
condition does not reach a predetermined number, so as to search 

40 the advertisement providing condition conforming to the changed 
item parameter included in the advertisement specification 
condition. 
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Claim 6 (Original) . The advertisement distribution system 
according to claim 5, wherein said changing unit repeatedly 
changes a corresponding item parameter included in the 
advertisement specification condition, until 'the number of items 
of advertisement provider information extracted by said 
advertisement extraction unit reaches the predetermined number. 

Claim 7 {Currently Amended) . A store terminal device which 
receives advertisement contents to be sent by an advertisement 
provider from an advertisement server conn e cted to sa id .store 
t e rminal device through a communications network, said store 
terminal device comprising: 

an advertisement content storage unit which receives ia- 
pieJeL^riuiii e d number u£ advertisement contents, which are 
^electftd and transmitted in acccudanee wiLh alui e attribute 
UiIOi. - maLiun a jLuis having acnL Uic alum attribute 
iufuimation from said advertisement server, and advaiLi-sament 
a ll iibuL e inf ormaLiuu luireapundiny Lu tin udu 11 Liaemmt 
imiLcnt3 f and s equ e ntially store stores the received 
advertisement contents and advg.iLiJMime.nL attrib ute information; 

a transaction registration processor which registers sales, 
data for business transactions with a customer; 
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an advertisement content specification unit which specifies 
at least one advertisement content included in the yicdevLti'mined 
numbsi.- of advertisement contents scored in said advertisement 
content storage unit, when to use an advertisement; 
20 a receipt issuing unit whic h issues a receipt on which the 

sales data registered hv said f ransact i on registration processor 
and advertisement contents spec ified bv said advertisement 
content specification un it are printed; 

an ad^e-i Lijem e nL outfitting unit which uuLputa the. 

specification unit; 

an advert isement-usage- Lont e AL amount management unit which 

updates and retains advertisement usaa e amount data representing 

an amount of nrint of the res p ective advertisement contents , 
30 every time the advertisement content is printed by said receipt 

issuing unit uuLput by -*aid ad^j.l.i.tf.mt.nL out p utting unifc, 

adv e rt ia&mcuL aoaeje context coirrcspuudii - ig lu Lh<i output? 

ftdmLi ' tiJei ' ti^nt content ; and 

a sending unit which sends the advertisement usage amount 
35 context ' retained by said advertisement -us age -context amount 

management unit to said advertisement server al pj^d^iiuii^ J 

Lu Larval a • 
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Claim 8 (Original) . The store germinal device according to 
claim 7, wherein said advertisement specification unit specifies 
the advertisement content stored in said advertisement content 
storage unit sequentially in storage order. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) . The store terminal device 
according to claim 7, wherein: 

aairi advert i sement content storage unit stores the 
advertisement contents and is*±d- advertisement attribute 
information inaludcg presenting an advertisement providing 
condition for an advertisement content corresponding to the 
advertisement attribute information; 3nd 

said advertisement content specification unit specifies, 
when an advertisement specification condition is input by an 
advertisement user, an advertisement content corresponding to the 
advertisement providing condition conforming to the input 
advertisement specification condition. 



Claim 10 (Currently Amended) - The store terminal device 
according to claim 1, wherein - frurth e i. - euiupj-i^iny : 

tt said transaction registration processor which registers 
and calculates sales data for each business transaction, at each 
5 business transaction with a customer; and 
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«■ said receipt issuing unit which issues a receipt based on 
the calculation done by said transaction registration processorr 
and a printiinj unit which prints the advertisement content output 
by said advertisement outputting unit together with the sales 
10 data on n the receipt Lu b e issued by j>aid r e ceipt: issuing unit . 

Claim 11 {Currently Amended) . A method for receiving 
advertisement contents sent from *twrirt an advertisement provider 
using an advertisement provider terminal through a communications 
network, and sending the received advertisement contents to at 
5 least one advertisement user terminal from an advertisement 
server, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from the advertisement pr ovider terminals through 
t.hfi communication network, advertiseme n t contents and associated 
advertisement attribute information which is specified by the 
10 provider of the advertisement contents, the advertisement 

attribute information representing an adver tisement providing 
condition for cont rol Una provisi on of the associated 
advertisement contents ; 

storing the advertisement content sent frwfi the 
15 adueili^i L ieuL pmuidtfir using Lhe Jidy/eirti^emenL ^mulJii. Luminal 
and advertisement attribute information in &A^iaLiuii with aach 
oth e r received in said receiving step; 
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storing advertisement user information sent ftwm from, the at 
least one advertisement user using the swrb advertisement 
20 contents; 

retrieving advertisement attribute information conforming to 
the stored advertisement user information, and extracting 
advertisement contents corresponding to the retrieved 
advertisement attribute information; 
25 sending the extracted advertisement contents to the at least 

one advertisement user; 

receiving predetermined advertisement contents sent from 
said advertisement server to the at least one advertisement user 
and advertisement attribute information corresponding to the 
30 predetermined advertisement contents/ and storing the received 
advertisement contents and the advertisement attribute 
information sequentially in received order; 

outputting and specifying one advertisement content included 
in the stored advertisement contents, when using an 
35 advertisement; and 

outputting the advertisement content specified by said 

outputting step. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) . The mi Lhod according Lu slaim 
11, furthei idiup lining the atepa of A method for receiving 
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a H W rH B infl contents sent from an advertise ment p rovider using an 
advertisement provider terminal through a rnTmnuni cat, ions network, 
5 and sending the received ad v ertisement contents to at least one 
advertisement user from an advertisement server, said method 
comprising tine steps of : 

storing the advertisement contents sent from the 
pHvprtlflfiment provider using the a dvertisement provider terminal 
X0 and advert 1 cement attribute i nformation in association with each 
other; 

storing advertisement user inform a tion sent from the at 
1p as t one advertisement user u sinn the sent advertisement, 
contents ; 

L5 retrieving advertisement, attribute i nformation conforming to 

the stored advertisement user info rmation, and extracting 
advertisement cont e nts corresponding to the retrieved 
advertisement attribute inform ation;. 

sending the extracted advertiseme n t contents to the at leas_t 

20 one advertisement user; 

receiving predetermined advertisem ent contents sent from 
^--id advertisement server to the at least one advertisement user, 
and advertisement attribute information corres ponding to the 
predetermined advertiseme nt, contents, and storing the received 
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25 advertisement contanta and t he adver tise me nt a ttribute 
information ppauentia llv in received order; 

outr,uttin/T anri specifying on e of the advertisement content s 
included in 1-h* stored advertisement contents, whe n using an 
advertisement ; 

30 outuuttinn the advertiseme n t-, contents specified by said 

nnt.puttlna step; 

updating and retaining, every time the advertisement content 
is output by said outputting step, advertisement-usage-context 
management information corresponding to the advertisement 

35 content; 

sending the advertisement-usage-context management 
information retained by said updating and retaining step to said 
advertisement server at predetermined intervals; 

obtaining a number of output advertisement contents included 
40 in the advertisement-usage-context management information sent to 
said advertisement server from said at least one advertisement 
user in said sending step; 

determining whether the obtained number of output 
advertisement contents exceeds a maximum number of to-be-provided 
4 5 advertisement included in the stored advertisement attribute 
information; and 
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when it is determined that the obtained number of output 
advertisement contents has exceeded the maximum number of 
to-be-provided advertisements, removing the advertisement content 
50 from target advertisement contents to be extracted by said 
extracting step. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended) . The method according to claim 
12, further comprising the steps of: 

calculating an amount of money which is .Jiuuq&d charged for 
advertisement charges toward che advertisement provider, based on 
5 the obtained number of output advertisement contents which is 
obtained by said calculating step; and 

issuing a bill representing the amount of money which is 
calculated by said calculating step, to said advertisement 
provider . 

Claim 14 (Original) . The method according to claim 12, 
further comprising the steps of: 

calculating a payment amount to be paid to the advertisement 
user, based on the obtained number of output advertisement 
5 contents obtained by said obtaining step; and 

issuing a payment statement representing the payment amount 
to be paid which is calculated by said calculating step. 
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Claim 15 (Currently Amended) . A computer readable recording 
medium which records a program for controlling a computer 
function as: 

a receiver which revives fr o m th* advertisement provider 
5 terminals fhrnnnh the nnmmnnicatl on network advertisement. 

rnntPnt.s and associated advertise m ent provider information which 
ic ^rifled bv intent pr o viders, the advertisement provider 
information inciting adver M s«m«nt. providing conditions for 
, ^1-rnllina nrovi si nn of th e associated advertisement contents ^ 
10 an advertisement information storage unit which stores 

advertisement contents *nH associated advertisement provider 
information received in Y i-h* receiver Iium ut leait onu 
uduuiLio^nL gi - o v idn in ^^oiaLiun w lLh udun LUemftu L piovidi-r 
CT - fuLiuaLiuu lor uuiiLi-ulliug uf providliiu au udu ^.Li-^m&nt ; 
15 an advertisement usage information storage unit which stores 

i^nflfi cation riata desig n ating the advertisement user terminal . 
a „H associated advertisement usage information specified by 
a H«PrH SB mant u s »™. r.he advprtlaamanf usage information 
inr.mdina an arivs rt isem ^t snecif icat i on condition ^pm^^nq 
20 usage of *tt the advertisement wer users; 

an advertisement provider information extraction unit which 
extracts admaJ-LljemaiiL luiilmLa ^I ' lejpuiidiuy Lu f £rom the 
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,rivprM gaffie nt information .storage unit the advertisement provider 
information .uil^uuJ.Lu^ to which conforms to the advertisement 

25 unification rendition included in the advertisement usage 
information associate d with the identification data ; 

*n Hrtverti^mant con t ent extracting unit which extracts the . 
a H^rH <HBft nt conte nd related wir.li the advert i foment provider 
infnrm^Hnn ftxtrar.tad bv the ad v e r tis ement provider information 

30 extraction unit from the adver t i .samant information storage unit; 
and 

a sending unit which sends the advertisement contents 
extracted by said advertisement content extraction unit to the 
advertisement user tprminal designated by the associated 
35 identific ation data. 

Claim 16 (New) . A computer readable recording medium which 
records a program for controlling a computer function as: 

an advertisement information storage unit which stores 
advertisement contents received from the at least one 
5 advertisement provider in association with advertisement provider 
information for controlling provision of an advertisement and 
corresponding to the received advertisement contents; 
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an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores 
advertisement usage information for specifying a desired 
10 advertisement of the at least one advertisement user; 

an advertisement extraction unit which extracts 
advertisement contents corresponding to advertisement provider 
information in association with the stored advertisement usage 

information; and 
15 a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 

contents extracted by said advertisement extraction unit to the 
at least one advertisement user having requested the 
advertisement contents, 

wherein the advertisement provider information includes an 
20 advertisement providing condition which is to be specified by the 
at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents; 

the advertisement-user information includes an 
advertisement-specification condition which is to be specified by 
25 the at least one advertisement user; 

the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement 
providing condition conforming Lo tne input advertisement- 
specification condition, and retrieves advertisement contents 
corresponding to the advertisement provider information including 
30 the searched advertisement providing condition; 
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said advertisement, extraction unit includes an advertisement 
selection unit which selects, when more than a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement provider information including 
the searched advertisement providing condition are retrieved, a 
35 predetermined number of items of advertisement provider 

information included xn the retrieved items of advertisement 
provider information; and 

said advertisement selection unit generates, when more than 
a predetermined number of items of the advertisement provider 
40 information are retrieved, a predetermined number of random 

numbers which corresponds to the number of the retrieved items of 
advertisement provider information, and selects a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement provider information 
corresponding to the generated random numbers. 

Claim 17 (New) . A computer readable recording medium which 
records a program for controlling a computer function as: 

an advertisement information storage unit which stores 
advertisement contents received from the at least one 
5 advertisement provider in association with advertisement 
provider information for controlling provision of an 
advertisement and corresponding to the received advertisement 
contents; 
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an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores 
10 advertisement usage information for specifying a desired 
advertisement of the at least one advertisement user; 

an advertisement extraction unit which extracts 
advertisement contents corresponding to advertisement provider 
information in association wiLh the stored advertisement usage 

15 information; and 

a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 
contents extracted by said advertisement extraction unit to the 
at least one advertisement user having requested the 
advertisement contents, 
20 wherein the advertisement provider information includes an 

advertisement providing condition which is to be specified by the 
at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents; 

the advertisement-user information includes an 
25 advertisement-specification condition which is to be specified by 
the at least one advertisement user; 

the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement 
providing condition conforming to the input advertisement- 
specification condition, and retrieves advertisement contents 
.30 corresponding to the advertisement provider information including 
the searched advertisement providing condition; and 
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said advertisement extraction unit includes a changing unit, 
which changes an item parameter included in the advertisement 
specification condition when a number of items of advertisement 
35 provider information including the advertisement providing 

condition does not reach a predetermined number, so as to search 
the advertisement providing condition conforming to the changed 
item parameter included in the advertisement specification 
condition . 

Claim 18 (New) . A program data signal embodied in a 
carrierwave for controlling a computer function as: 

a receiver which receives, from the advertisement 
provide-terminals through the communication network, 
5 advertisement contents and associated advertisement-provider 
information which is specified by content providers, the 
advertisement provider information including advertisement 
providing conditions for controlling provision of the associated 
advertisement contents; 
10 an advertisement information storage unit which stores 

advertisement contents and associated advertisement-provider 
information received by the receiver; 

an advertisement -user information storage unit which stores 
identification data designating the advertisement user-terminal 
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and associated advertisement usage information specified by 
advertisement users, the advertisement usage information 
including an advertisement-specification condition of the 

advertisement users; 

an advertisement provider information extraction unit which 
extracts, from the advertisement information storage unit, the 
advertisement provider information which conforms to the 
advertisement-specification condition included in the 
advertisement usage information associated with the 

identification data; 

an advertisement content, extracting unit which extracts the 
advertisement contents associated with the advertisement provider 
information extracted by the advertisement provider information 
extraction unit, from the advertisement information storage unit; 
and 

a sending unit which sends the advertisement contents 
extracted by said advertisement contents extraction unit to the 
advertisement user-terminal designated by the associated 
identification data. 

Claim 19 (New) . A program data signal embodied in a 
carrierwave for controlling a computer function as: 



-24- 



PAGE 24/43 ' RCVDAT 12/29/2004 9:02:41 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-34 



Dec. 29. 2004 9:05AM FRISHAUF & PARTNERS No. 2835 P. 25/43 



S5E3J£-d&ft£i^ 2. ,200. 

Reply CO Office Action Of Sepcatnber 13. 2004 

an advertising information storage unit which stores 
advertisement contents received from the at least one 
5 advertisement provider in association with advertisement provider 
information for controlling provision of an advertisement and 
corresponding to the received advertisement contents; 

an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores 
advertisement usage information lor specifying a desired 
10 advertisement of the at least one advertisement user; 

an advertisement extraction unit which extracts 
advertisement contents corresponding to advertisement provider 
information in association with the stored advertisement usage 

information; and 
l5 a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 

contents extracted by said advertisement extraction unit to the 
at least one advertisement user having requested the 
advertisement contents, 

wherein the advertisement provider information includes an 
2.0 advertisement providing condition which is to be specified by the 
at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents; 

the advertisement-user information includes an 
advertisement-specification condition which is to be specified by 
25 the at least one advertisement user; 
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the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement 
providing condition conforming to the input 
advertisement-specification condition, and retrieves 
advertisement contents corresponding to the advertisement 
30 provider information including the searched advertisement 

providing condition; 

said advertisement extraction ut.it includes an advertisement 
selection unit which selects, when more than a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement provider information including 
35 the searched advertisement providing condition are retrieved, a 
predetermined number of item* of advertisement provider 
information included in the retrieved items of advertisement 

provider information; and 

said advertisement selection unit generates, when more than 

40 a predetermined number of items of the advertisement provider 
information are retrieved, a predetermined number of random 
numbers which corresponds zo the number of the retrieved items of 
advertisement provider information, and selects a predetermined 
number of items of advertisement, provider information 

45 corresponding to the generated random numbers. 

Claim 20 (New) . A program data signal embodied in a 
carrierwave for controlling a computer function as: 
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an advertisement information storage unit which stores 
advertisement contents received from the at least one 
5 advertisement provider in association with advertisement 
provider information for controlling provision of an 
advertisement and corresponding to the received advertisement 
contents; 

an advertisement-user information storage unit which stores 
10 advertisement usage information for specifying a desired 
advertisement of the at least one advertisement user; 

an advertisement extraction unit which extracts 
advertisement contents corresponding to advertisement provider 
information in association with the stored advertisement usage 

15 information; and 

a transmission unit which transmits the advertisement 
contents extracted by said advertisement extraction unit to the 
at least one advertisement user having requested the 
advertisement contents, 
20 wherein the advertisement provider information includes an 

advertisement providing condition which is to be specified by the 
at least one advertisement provider for predetermined 
advertisement contents; 
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the advertisement-user information includes an 
advertisement-specification condition which is to be specified by 
the at least one advertisement user; 

the advertisement extraction unit searches an advertisement 
providing condition conforming to the input 
advertisement-specification condition, and retrieves 
advertisement contents corresponding to the advertisement 
provider information including the searched advertisement 

providing condition; and 

said advertisement extraction unit includes a changing unit, 
which changes an item parameter included in the advertisement 

35 specification condition when a number of items of advertisement 
provider information including the advertisement providing 
condition does not reach a predetermined number, so as to search 
the advertisement providing condition conforming to the changed 
item parameter included in the advertisement specification 

40 condition. 

Claim 21 (New) - A method of issuing a receipt on which 
advertisement content is printed, the method comprising: 

receiving advertisement content from an advertisement 
server, and storing the received advertisement content; 
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5 registering sales data for business transactions with a 

customer; 

specifying at least one advertisement content in the stored 
received advertisement content; 

issuing a receipt on which the sales data registered and 
10 advertisement content specified arc printed; 

updating and retaining advertisement usage amount data 
representing an amount of print ot the respective advertisement 
content every time the advertisement content is printed; and 

sending the retained advertisement usage amount retained to 
15 said advertisement server. 
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